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will probably participate in such operations. TB-4 type aircraft coaid be employed 
for this purpose, and would materially extend the radii of searches flown by mwal 
aviation units, now Halted to 1100 nautical miles by the use of light boabers and 
seaplanes. Within that radius, however, Saval Aviation has the capability of carry- 
ing oat anti-shipping strikes, ASW pat] -ole, and aerial mining operations. 

6. In summary, while the Soviets possess a well established Saval Aviation organ- 
isation, good pilots, and adequate equipment for land-based coastal operations, 

their lack of aircraft carriers necessarily limits the scope of their naval air 

Oh/v 

activities. For the present or immediate future, Saval Aviation bas^limited cap- 
ability for interdicting major sea communications. 

7, See Appendix 1 for estimate of Soviet Ihval Aviation strength. 

jBjflsas smk ism m 

g, The Saval Forces of the European Satellites are suitable for defensive operations 
around their own coasts, but have practically no significance as far as offensive 
operations are concerned. 
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9 , Present Strength. The Chinese Ccwannist^ l& believed to possess about 93 ships t 
(details in Appendix A), not including swill service and district patrol craft. 

44 of these are amphibious craft and 3.7 are river gunboats, which are incapable of 
operating away fro* inland waters. The largest Chinese Communist ship is the CL 
CU385IBB, which defected free -Hie Nationalists . She was damaged by Sationalist 
air attack in 1949, but may be operational again. Coafiraation is lacking of per- 
s latent rumors that the Soviets have turned, over to the Chinese Communists a snail 
B oaber of submarines and ex-Japanese surface naval vessels up to destroyer sise. 

It is known that sene Soviet submarines are based in China. 

10* Future Strength, It is estimated that the Chinese Communists will not be able 
to sxpeuaS their Havy effectively from their own resources during the next few years. 
Ths sources of any effective increase would be supply by the Soviet Union. 

CQMPABISOS OF sonar m ALUEP TOCBABT ..MB 

11 , it is estimated that the combined strength of Soviet and satellite merchant 
shi pping , including tankers, is approximately 700 ships (above 1,000 OBT) totalling 
rnmrlj 2,5 mill ion gross tons. This figure includes the merchant fleets of tne 
Soviet Onion, Poland, Hungary, Rumania, Albania, Bulgaria, Communist China and the 
Soviet Zone of Germany. It excludes Finland, with about 190 ships totalling almost 
500,000 GKT, and Yugoslavia, with some 50 ships totalling approximately 210,000 
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grtma tons, The total Soviet merchant tonnage is divided between the several 
maritime frontiers of the USSR. 

12. This total Is only approximately 5 per cent, of the total merchant tonnage 
available to the Western tilled Pavers. It is, ho w e v e r , estimated that this 
figure will be adequate to sustain the wartime economy of the Soviet Baion except 
possibly in the Par Cast. These requirements, it la estimated, will be limited 
to the operation of coastal convoys in the Baltic, the Black Sea and Borthwest 
Pacific areas, and possibly limited activity along the Borthern Sea Bouts, 

13, In addition to the Soviet merchant fleet referred to above, the Soviet Union 
will have available a very large fleet of coastal vessels below 1,000 tons, flah« 
lag craft, and large river rescale which might have a limited coastal nee, la the 
•vent of a sudden unexpected outbreak of war, it is possible that the Soviet Union 
could acquire a large tonnage of merchant shipping of Scandinavian flags, which 
would be caught in Soviet-controlled Baltic porta, 

M. ItgBBaMfL Capacity. The number of troops which could be lifted in the mer- 
chant ships and c o a st al vessels indicated above mold be very considerable, but 
■ere troop— lift capacity does not reflect ability to furnish logistic support nor 
dees it take into consideration normal shipping requirements. However, in view 
of the short distances involved in the Baltic, Black and Caspian Seas, as well as 
in the Sea of Japes or coastal operations in tha Barents, it is considered that the 
requirements for amphibious operations in any of these areas could be met, 

mamsu mwmt m & m mm sm 

^■5. The main tasks for Soviet Aval Forces in a war in the immediate 

future, or in several years time, will bei 

S' The protection of the sea frontiers of the Soviet Union, 

£. The support of the seaward flanks of the Soviet antics. 

&• Attack against tha sea communications of the Western Powers. 

16. The major Soviet surface forces, consisting of cruisers aid destroyers, have 
powerful gun armaments, high apeeds and comparatively short snduranoeB, would, 
it is estimated, be primarily need for the defense of the Soviet coast and to 
secure the seaward flanks of the army, la this role, major surface forces >""1* 

be supported by a large force of coastal and midget submarines, Soviet Haval Aviation, 
and large forces of motor torpedo boats and ewi ar coastal craft. 

17. It is expected that the offer* ive role against sea communications will be initi- 
ally undertaken only by the long and medium range submarine and minelaying forces of 
the Soviet Union, It should be noted, however, that endurance and sea-keeping 
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qualities of Soviet fleet units will probably improve markedly, particularly as 
post-war cruiser and destroyer new construction join® the fleet* Diversionary 
surface raiding operations* possibly coordinated with submarine warfare, may be 


undertaken with the growth of the cruiser force and the possible future appearance 
of light fleet carriers* The Soviet livy now has the capability of conducting 
raider operations employing cruisers and armed merchantmen, although in the immedi- 
ate future such operations would probably be limited in extent because of the 
hasards Involved and the relatively email gains which could be achieved. 

18* the wide physical separation of the maritime frontiers of the Soviet Union 
sad Inadequate Soviet- controlled water routes between these arms, compels the 
maintenance of separate forces together with a decentralised system of logistic 
support. The present lack of overseas bases is another factor tending to tie each 
of these separate naval forces or fleets to its respective maritime frontier area* 
the Soviet Havy, ti ms handicapped, lacks the strategic mobility enjoyed by other 
navies* The fact, however, that the whole of the coast of China has fallen into 
oomunlst hands may result in bases being available to the Soviet Havy, which may 
enable it to operate in the Southwest Pacific, and possibly the lEastern Indian 
Ocean. 

19* Under present conditions, it would be virtually impossible to effect a sapid 
wartime concentration of Soviet Saval Forces, drawn from the various fleets, in 


any given critical area. This handicap confers a corresponding advantage upon 
adversaries capable of greater flexibility in the strategic deployment of their 
forces* The Soviet Union is attempting to offset this strategic disadvantage by 
developing inland and coastal waterways In areas under its control. 

20* Efficiency. Technical am! operational training in the Soviet Havy at the end 
of World War II was of a considerably lower standard than in the f. K, or U. 3* 
fleets* Since the war, however, training has been continuous and intensive, and 
it must be assumed that the technical equipment and operational efficiency of the 


Soviet levy may be approaching D.E.-U.S. standards* 

21* The efficiency of the submarine arm of the Soviet Havy was likewise consider* 
ably lower than that of our own during the late war, but the submarine service has 
always been regarded as a "corps D^ite* in the Soviet Havy, and it may be aspect* 
#d that its gain in efficiency as the result of wartime experience and intensive 
training will take place more quickly than in the surface fleets* The equipment 
of Soviet submarines Is estimated to be comparable to that of German submarines in 
1945* It is estimated that the acoustic homing torpedo is in use, and that a pro* 
portion of submarines are snorkel-fitted* 


Approved For Release 2002/05/20 : CIA-RDP79R01 

• 4 - 





Release 2002/05/20 : CIA-RDP79R01012A000600020028-2 


22, Mlnelay ln g is well-developed in the Soviet Savy and all classes of ship® 
fro a cruisers downwards, including all submarines, are fitted for mine laying. 
The Soviet Obion has had access to German mining knowledge, and it net, there- 


fore, be assumed that they are capable of laying mines with any combination of 
pressure, magnetic, acoustic or contact assemblies* 

23, Morale. Much attention to the prestige of the Bavy is paid by the Soviet 
press} food and pay are good by the civilian standards of the Soviet Union, and 


f.h## aortlv of the ratings and junior officers is high* It is thought that the 
morale of senior officers may have been adversely affected by the postwar officer's 
“purge" and by the subservience of the Xsvy to the Any, The latter consideration, 
however, has probably been somewhat offset by the recent, creation of a separate 


levy Ministry* 

CagAMSOM WITH WESTERN NAVAL K»dS 

24* The surface naval forces of the Western Powers are so much stronger than those 
of the Soviet Union that the latter will not be able for many years at least to dis- 


pute by surface forces the control of major sea communications. These are presently 
bo indications of a rapid further build-up of Soviet submarine strength, but the 
underwater fleet of the USSR is strong in comparison with the anti-submarine forces 
of the Western Pos e r s * Currently the Soviets have the largest active submarine 
force in the world, and are much stronger, in this respect, than were the Germans 
in 1939, Soviet ninelaying potential is high in comparison with the minesweeping 
resources available bo the Western Powers# 


»>.* Wi**' 


25* The Soviet submarine fleet is able now to seriously threaten Allied eea 
communi cations , Soviet success in undersea warfare against the Western Powers will 
in lar ge measure, however, depend upon technical improvements wide in their sub- 
gariaas and Allied capabilities to ma ke continuing progress in AS! techniques and 
the development of anti-submarine weapons. 

26. The Soviet surface fleets, restricted as they are to operating areas when their 
land-based air could furnish effective support, pose no serious current threat to 

control of the seas, but are probably ready now to accept the following roles* 
§. Defense of sea frontiers of the Soviet Union. 

|j. Support of the seaward flanks of the Soviet Army* 

27, Soviet Naval Aviation is capable now of supporting the surface fleets in roles 
j|, and J}. above. 
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28, The Soviet lercfaant Fleet is capable of providing the lift for short range 


aaphiblous operations, and of sustaining the wartime econoay of the Soviet felon 
except possibly in tile Far Bast. 


23 J 
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3 
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6 

1 

22 

1 

84 
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13 
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NCHTH CHINA i 1 Light Cruiser ( Possibly Operational) 

6 ttotor Torpedo-Boats ( ? /&y be Soviet naval craft) 

1 Coastal V. ineswee per 

2 1ST 


rxmtzn zm 

5 gMK 3 HA.I ABEA ? ? Frigates 
5 Ounboats 

1 Corvette 
13 Elver Gunboats 

10 1ST 
12 LSI 
15 ISM 
1 ISO 

4 Auxiliaries 


CABTOK A mk t 1 Frigate 

3 Submarine Chasers (SC Type) 

1 Fiver Gunboat 

1 1 ST 
1 LSI 

tOCATIOK 

mmm^g 1 Frigate 

3 Hiver Gunboats 

1 im 

2 Auxiliaries 

TABLE HI - DXSFOSmoE OF MAJOR SOVIET PLE'^T I^ITS 


CATFSOKT 

DBS 

9* 

CA 

OCA 

CL 

0 CL 

m 

odd 


simracg 


Northern Baltic 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

12 

5 


1 

1 

2 

0 

4 

0 

24 

0 


Black Sea Eacifie 


2 

0 

2 

1 

3 

1 

10 

3 


0 

0 

2 

0 

1 

0 

16 

3 


stjfganigs 


Ocean Patrol 
Medium Bang© 


22 

6 


41 

42 


n 

10 


18 

39 


The above estimate is for 1951 * It Is estimated; that future dispositions 
will remain in approximately the sar® proportions* 
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« 14-1951 

Mid-1952 

Mid-1953 


Filter 


100 

600 

1000 

1000 

Piston 

1400 

900 

500 

500 

Attack 


• 

- 

50 

100 

Piston 

200 

200 

150 

100 

Uahi. Boaber 


- 

100 

200 

500 

Piston 

900 

£00 

TOO 

400 

Hscormais sancs 

Jst 

- 

50 

100 

200 

Piston 

350 

300 

250 

150 


.150 .. . 

15Q 

150 

150 

TOTAL 

3100 

3100 

3100 

3100 
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